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ARATANIURANO	
�   is	
�   pleased	
�   to	
�   announce	
�   Yusuke	
�   Asai’s	
�   “pagi-sore”	
�   exhibition	
�   to	
�   be	
�   held	
�   

from	
�   October	
�   21	
�   to	
�   November	
�   26.	
�   	
�   

Yusuke	
�   Asai	
�   (born	
�   1981)	
�   is	
�   constantly	
�   drawing	
�   while	
�   listening	
�   to	
�   the	
�   beat	
�   of	
�   the	
�   place	
�   he	
�   

is	
�   drawing	
�   and	
�   the	
�   sense	
�   of	
�   time	
�   cultivated	
�   there.	
�   He	
�   is	
�   not	
�   limited	
�   by	
�   traditional	
�   con-

cepts	
�   of	
�   painting,	
�   places,	
�   or	
�   materials.	
�   Instead,	
�   Asai	
�   expresses	
�   his	
�   unique	
�   creativity	
�   

through	
�   diverse	
�   use	
�   of	
�   materials	
�   such	
�   as	
�   mud,	
�   dust,	
�   masking	
�   tape,	
�   and	
�   flour,	
�   utilizing	
�   

processes	
�   envisioned	
�   as	
�   he	
�   stands	
�   in	
�   the	
�   field.	
�   

Asai’s	
�   hands	
�   are	
�   constantly	
�   moving	
�   to	
�   draw	
�   ̶	
�   even	
�   while	
�   

on	
�   trains	
�   or	
�   eating.	
�   For	
�   him,	
�   drawing	
�   is	
�   like	
�   breathing	
�   and	
�   is	
�   

directly	
�   connected	
�   to	
�   living.	
�   Asai’s	
�   pieces	
�   draw	
�   strength	
�   from	
�   

peripherals	
�   such	
�   as	
�   locations,	
�   and	
�   his	
�   “drawings”	
�   exist	
�   as	
�   a	
�   

way	
�   to	
�   visualize	
�   the	
�   source	
�   of	
�   “life.”	
�   Audiences	
�   continue	
�   to	
�   

be	
�   overwhelmed	
�   by	
�   Yusuke	
�   Asai’s	
�   work	
�   because	
�   his	
�   attitude	
�   

of	
�   drawing	
�   with	
�   true	
�   feeling	
�   and	
�   living	
�   with	
�   the	
�   energy	
�   to	
�   

continually	
�   confront	
�   new	
�   ideas	
�   (which	
�   seem	
�   to	
�   bubble	
�   up	
�   from	
�   

an	
�   internal	
�   well),	
�   is	
�   embodied	
�   in	
�   his	
�   artistic	
�   expression.

Out	
�   of	
�   the	
�   many	
�   varied	
�   works	
�   that	
�   Asai	
�   actively	
�   produces,	
�   

this	
�   exhibition	
�   will	
�   focus	
�   on	
�   “Specimen”	
�   pieces	
�   recreated	
�   from	
�   

“Masking	
�   Plants,”	
�   marker	
�   pen	
�   pieces	
�   drawn	
�   on	
�   masking	
�   tape,	
�   

produced	
�   for	
�   large	
�   areas	
�   such	
�   as	
�   public	
�   spaces	
�   and	
�   shopping	
�   

malls.	
�   

To	
�   create	
�   a	
�   “Masking	
�   Plant,”	
�   motifs	
�   that	
�   look	
�   like	
�   plants	
�   

and	
�   creatures	
�   are	
�   drawn	
�   with	
�   marker	
�   pen	
�   onto	
�   masking	
�   tape	
�   

and	
�   taped	
�   all	
�   over	
�   an	
�   area.	
�   These	
�   pieces	
�   look	
�   to	
�   be	
�   created	
�   

in	
�   a	
�   free-spirited	
�   manner	
�   at	
�   first	
�   glance.	
�   All	
�   visible	
�   surfaces	
�   

of	
�   a	
�   building,	
�   including	
�   walls	
�   and	
�   ceilings,	
�   become	
�   a	
�   large	
�   

canvas	
�   where	
�   a	
�   dynamic	
�   world	
�   that	
�   breathes	
�   with	
�   unending	
�   

life	
�   is	
�   created.	
�   

After	
�   the	
�   exhibition,	
�   the	
�   drawn-on	
�   masking	
�   tape	
�   is	
�   har-

vested	
�   (peeled	
�   and	
�   taken	
�   home)	
�   from	
�   the	
�   “Masking	
�   Plants.”	
�   Then,	
�   the	
�   tape	
�   (=seeds)	
�   is	
�   

recreated	
�   as	
�   “Specimens”	
�   by	
�   hand-tearing	
�   and	
�   arranging	
�   them	
�   into	
�   a	
�   collage	
�   on	
�   white	
�   

paper	
�   to	
�   create	
�   a	
�   new	
�   flat	
�   surface	
�   piece.	
�   The	
�   “Specimen”	
�   is	
�   created	
�   through	
�   hand	
�   layer-

ing,	
�   much	
�   like	
�   an	
�   oil	
�   painting,	
�   and	
�   gives	
�   new	
�   breath	
�   and	
�   innocence	
�   to	
�   the	
�   piece.	
�   In	
�   con-

trast	
�   to	
�   the	
�   “Masking	
�   Plant,”	
�   it	
�   is	
�   created	
�   within	
�   the	
�   limited	
�   confines	
�   of	
�   a	
�   piece	
�   of	
�   paper,	
�   

thus	
�   giving	
�   birth	
�   to	
�   a	
�   completely	
�   new	
�   piece	
�   as	
�   a	
�   reduced	
�   but	
�   concentrated	
�   space.

The	
�   installation	
�   for	
�   this	
�   exhibition	
�   will	
�   center	
�   on	
�   Specimen	
�   pieces	
�   created	
�   from	
�   materials	
�   

(=seeds)	
�   harvested	
�   from	
�   the	
�   “Nekko	
�   no	
�   Kakurenbo	
�   @	
�   Musashino	
�   Place”	
�   exhibition,	
�   which	
�   

was	
�   held	
�   as	
�   an	
�   opening	
�   exhibition	
�   for	
�   the	
�   “Musashino	
�   Place,”	
�   a	
�   public	
�   facility	
�   centered	
�   on	
�   

a	
�   library	
�   which	
�   opened	
�   this	
�   July	
�   in	
�   Musashino	
�   city.	
�   These	
�   seeds	
�   had	
�   covered	
�   the	
�   entire	
�   

facility	
�   from	
�   the	
�   basement	
�   to	
�   the	
�   fourth	
�   floor.

October	
�   21	
�   -	
�   November	
�   26,	
�   2011

Yusuke	
�   Asai	
�   “pagi-sore”

〒104-0041

東京都中央区新富2-2-5

新富二丁目ビル3A

3A	
�   2-2-5	
�   Shintomi	
�   Chuo-ku

Tokyo	
�   104-0041	
�   Japan

Tel	
�   +81-(0)3-3555-0696

Fax	
�   +81-(0)3-3555-0697

info@arataniurano.com

www.arataniurano.com
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